
UNDERSTANDING OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

The price of textbooks rose by  
88% between 2006 and 2016.1 

Open Educational Resources (OER) help 
lower the cost of a college education. 
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OER involves teaching, learning and research materials that make use of appropriate tools, such 
as open licensing, to permit their free reuse, continuous improvement and repurposing by others 
for educational purposes.2

Open Educational Resources
INCREASE ACCESS  
to textbooks and learning materials and 
REDUCE COSTS  
for students and institutions.
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Materials are designed to be free for students.
Development encourages creativity and collaboration.
Resources can often be revised and redistributed.
Usage leads to greater student success.3

EXAMPLES OF OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
 f Free textbooks, developed and published with a Creative Commons license
 f Online resources paid for by universities with grant funding
 f Teaching, learning and research materials available through online platforms such as 

OERCommons, Libretexts, and PressbooksEDU
 f To learn more about OER, visit the Online Consortium of Oklahoma at ocolearnok.org

1. https://www.vox.com/the-goods/2019/3/6/18252322/college-textbooks-cost-expensive-pearson-cengage-mcgraw-hill
2. Miao et al., 2019, p. 9
3. https://oer.psu.edu/benefits-of-using-oer/
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